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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in the reply filed on September 22, 
2005 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the claims recite similar 
limitations. This is not found persuasive because none of elected claims included 
"markup language based content". The PTO classifies processing of types of content 
separately, i.e. speech in class 379 and markup. language in class 715. However, this 
discussion is moot because the claims in question are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Applicant does not provide enablement for an information signal represents speech and 
performing content detection on the information signal to detect content in accordance 
with the at least one modality; wherein the at least one modality in which the content is 
video based. The specification does not provide an embodiment that obtains an 
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information signal represents speed and detects content in accordance a video 
modality. How is video content detected in a speech information signal? 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-2, 5-12, 28, 45 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rochkind, USPN 5,848,130 (hereafter referred to as Rochkind). 

6. Regarding claim 1 , Rochkind taught a method of processing an information 
signal containing content presented in accordance with at least one modality (abstract), 
the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining the information signal, wherein the information signal represents 
speech obtained in accordance with one of a voice message system and a real-time 
phone conversion (column 3, lines 55-63); 

performing content detection on the information signal to detect whether the 
information signal includes particular content presented in accordance with the at least 
one modality (column 3, lines 64-67; column 4, lines 1-6); and 

automatically generating a control signal, as a direction result of detection of the 
particular content without a need for selective input by a user contemporaneous with the 
detection of the content, for use in automatically controlling at least one of a rendering 
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property of the particular content and automatic implementation of a specific action 
relating to the particular detected content (column 4, lines 32-45). 

7. Regarding dependent claim 2, Rochkind taught the at least one modality in which 
the content in the information signal is presented is audio-based (column 3, lines 7-21). 

8. Regarding dependent claim 5, Rochkind taught the controlled rendering property 
is a presentation speed of the particular content (column 5, lines 12-25). 

9. Regarding dependent claim 6, Rochkind taught the presentation speed is 
controlled in accordance with detection of specific content classes in the information 
signal (column 3, lines 64-67; column 4, lines 1-6). 

10. Regarding dependent claim 7, Rochkind taught a specific content class 
comprises one of numbers, names, and addresses (column 3, lines 64-67; column 4, 
lines 1-6). 

1 1 . Regarding dependent claim 8, Rochkind taught the presentation speed of the 
particular content is at least one of slowed down and sped up (column 5, lines 12-25). 

12. Regarding dependent claim 9, Rochkind taught the presentation speed of the 
particular content is slowed down from an initial sped-up presentation speed (column 5, 
lines 12-25). 

13. Regarding dependent claim 10, Rochkind taught further comprising the step of 
providing a user interface for a user to control at least one of the rendering property of 
the particular content and the implementation of the specific action relating to the 
particular content (column 5, lines 44-53). 
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14. Regarding dependent claim 1 1 , Rochkind taught further comprising the step of 
marking at least a portion of the information signal in response to a user input (column 
5, lines 12-13) such that the content detection step is performed on the marked portion 
of the information signal to detect whether the marked portion of the information signal 
includes particular content (column 6, lines 17-33). 

15. Regarding dependent claim 12, Rochkind taught further comprising the step of 
storing the particular content when detected in the information signal (column 4, lines 
46-51). 

16. Regarding claim 28, Rochkind taught a method of processing an information 
signal containing content presented in accordance with at least one modality (abstract), 
the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining the information signal, wherein the information signal represents 
speech obtained in accordance with one of a voice message system and a real-time 
phone conversion (column 3, lines 55-63); 

marking at least a portion of the information signal in response to a user input 
(column 5, lines 12-13, column 6, lines 48-54); 

performing content detection on the information signal to detect whether the 
marked portion of the information signal includes desired content presented in 
accordance with the at least one modality (column 3, lines 64-67; column 4, lines 1-6); 
and 

at least one of storing and utilizing the desired content in a subsequent 
application when detected in the information signal (column 4, lines 46-51). 
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17. The language of claims 45, 48 is substantially the same as previously rejected 
claims 1,12, above. Therefore, claims 45, 48 are rejected on the same rationale as 
previously rejected claims 1 and 12, above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

20. Claims 30-32 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Maudlin et al., USPN 5,664,227 (hereafter referred to as Maudlin) in view of . 

21 . Regarding claim 30, Maudlin taught a method of processing an information signal 
containing content presented in accordance with at least two modalities, the method 
comprising the steps of: 
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obtaining the information signal (column 4, lines 35-38); 

separating the information signal into a first signal including information in one of 
the two modalities and a second signal including information in the other of the two 
modalities (column 4, lines 35-38); 

performing content detection on the first signal to detect whether the first signal 
includes particular content presented in accordance with the one modality (column 5, 
lines 17-22); 

performing content detection on the second signal to detect whether the second 
signal includes particular content presented in accordance with the other modality 
(column 7, lines 24-36); 

combining the results associated with the content detection steps (column 8, 
lines 32-34). Maudlin does not specifically teach automatically generating a control 
signal without a need for a selective input by a user contemporaneous with the 
detection of the content. However, Rochkind taught automatically generating a control 
signal as a direction result of detection of the particular content without a need for 
selective input by a user contemporaneous with the detection of the content, for use in 
automatically controlling at least one of a rendering property of the particular content 
and automatic implementation of a specific action relating to the particular detected 
content (column 4, lines 32-45). It would have been to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made that incorporating Rochkind's automatically generating 
a control signal in Maudlin's video skimming system would have improved system 
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intelligibility. The motivation would have been to ensure the user could understand the 
information being skimmed. 

22. Regarding dependent claims 3-4, 31 , Mauldin taught the two modalities are audio 
and video (column 4, lines 35-38). 

23. Regarding dependent claim 32, Mauldin taught the content detection step 
performed on the video signal is optical character recognition (column 5, lines 26-30). 
and the content detection step performed on the audio signal is speech recognition 
(column 7, lines 58-65). 

24. The language of claim 50 is substantially the same as previously rejected claims 
30-32. Therefore, Claim 50 is rejected on the same rationale as previously rejected 
claims 30-32. 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrice Winder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 am-7:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on 571-272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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